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ADEN DEERY 
Petition 

Mr M.P. Whitely presented the following petition bearing two signatures - 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled.   
We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Aden Deery and his family.   
Aden is a young man aged twenty who has autism, intellectual disability, severe challenging 
behaviours, epilepsy and is non verbal.  He can be aggressive.  He lives at home with his mother, father 
and older sister in Walliston.   
Aden has plenty of energy.  He awakes at 4-30am and is on the go all day till 8pm, if his parents can 
settle him down to sleep.  He has a long list of challenging behaviours, such as screaming tantrums, 
obsessions, inability to sit for long, and many more.  Aden needs a structured environment other wise 
his behaviours deteriorate.   
With appropriate support from his family and carers, Aden can be a participating member of the 
community.  He loves horse riding, surfing, yachting and other water based sports.  If constantly 
occupied with appropriate and productive activities his bizarre habits and behaviours can be minimised.   
At school Aden had a routine and regular respite.  Since leaving school he has lost skills and his 
behaviours have deteriorated.  The family has been allocated “Post School Option” and “Intensive 
Family Support” funding to help them with his care, which they greatly appreciate.  They use the 
funding to employ carers to work one on one with Aden.  However because of his behaviours they find 
it hard to retain carers.  Similarly, because of his behaviours agencies find they are only able to offer 
minimal hours of support to Aden.  Even with this help the family find they can no longer manage with 
Aden at home. 
As much as they dearly love Aden the family are now dealing with a young man who has become too 
strong for them.  They are exhausted from the pressures of living with him, coping with his extremely 
difficult behaviours and constantly having to find appropriate and productive activities for him to do in 
order to minimise these behaviours.   
Aden’s parents own their own business and employ four people.  They have reached the point where 
they feel they will have to terminate their business and place themselves on the welfare system to be 
able to cope with Aden unless they receive out of home accommodation for him.  
Aden’s family would like to see him living in the area in which he has grown up, where he is known in 
the community and they could keep in close contact with him.  They have applied for accommodation 
support funding TEN times.  On nine occasions, they were placed in the critical category, but on the last 
occasion, when their situation was worse, they were told they were unlikely to be funded unless their 
circumstances changed.   
Aden’s family wonder what this means, how can their circumstances get any worse?  They would like 
to challenge the people making this decision to spend a day with Aden!  They feel they cannot continue.  
They feel it is time to share the load, one they have carried for twenty years.   
Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 
The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 
The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need. 
The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day.   

[See petition No 86.] 
 


